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States were added to the charge of the Surveyor of the Bombay-
Berar Circle; and the States within the political jurisdiction of the
Governments of Madras and Bengal were added to the charge of
the Surveyors of the Madras-Coorg and Bengal-Assam Circles
respectively.

Yet another important matter which Lord Curzopi had taken
up in the first year of his administration, and which was destined to
mark a new era in the history of conservation work in India, was
that of legislating for the protection of the ancient monuments and
antiquities of the country. The main objects which the Viceroy set
before himself were threefold: to ensure the proper upkeep and
repair of ancient buildings in private ownership excepting such as
were used for religious purposes; to prevent the excavation of sites
of historic interest by ignorant and unauthorized persons; and to
secure control over the traffic in antiquities. These objects could
only be attained by legislation, and inquiries were set on foot for
the purpose of ascertaining the law and practice which prevailed in
European countries. The outcome of these inquiries was that a Bill
was drafted based on the existing English Acts and embodying also
certain provisions derived from more recent legislation on the sub-
ject in Greece and Italy, but modified in some of its essential
features to suit the peculiar conditions of India. The draft of this
Bill was almost the first task with which I had to concern myself in
India, but most of the spade-work had already been done and the
Local Governments had given their unanimous approval to all its
essential provisions. In view of the amount of interference which
the Bill involved in the rights of private ownership and the need
of paying scrupulous respect to every kind of religious prejudice, it
says much for the careful and sympathetic handling which it re-
ceived that not a voice was raised in adverse criticism against it
when it eventually passed into law; nor has the administration of